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 Mediocre KFOX News Reporting

Dear Oracle,
 
On May 28, 2013, I sent a letter to Gina Benitez, KFOX News reporter, in an effort to appeal to her moral compass and request she contact
me regarding a conversation which took place between the two of us at the April 24, 2013 Tornillo ISD board meeting. To this day, I have not
heard from her.  In our conversation that night, and in the letter I later composed to her, I challenged Ms. Benitez to correct her lackadaisical
and mediocre reporting in KFOX news articles regarding the blatantly dishonest Texas Agency Audit leveled against my husband, former
Tornillo Superintendent, Paul Vranish, and me. It is my contention that Ms. Benitez failed to thoroughly investigate the allegations of the
report; and neglected to fairly represent the absolute truth regarding its contents. This type of reporting has helped to destroy the reputations
of my husband and me.
 
Ms. Benitez’ explanation for the admittedly one-sided reporting was that my husband refused to speak with her. A Vranish household phone
bill not only exposes this lie, it confirms that Ms. Benitez and my husband spoke for a total of 24 minutes (in fact, while I sat next to him in our
home office) with the phone call ending because Ms. Benitez said she had a “deadline” to meet. At the April meeting, and in my letter to Ms.
Benitez, I repeatedly pleaded for her to reach out to my husband for the truth – which would make a far more interesting story than the one
she has continually misrepresented in her reporting – to no avail. It seems Ms. Benitez and KFOX News are not interested in robust, factual
reporting. If lies sell, then it appears to be prudent to run with the lie.
 
This fact is evidenced by the lack of response to a letter sent from me to Ms. Elizabeth O’Hara, KFOX News Director. In the letter, I appealed
to the woman’s supervisory decency, beseeching contact from her to seek the truth about the Tornillo ISD situation and put an end to the
negatively unfair and half-true reporting that has been the pattern of Ms. Benitez’ body of work thus far. To date, Ms. O’Hara has not
contacted me. Does the mediocrity flow from the top down? I feel that it imperative that the inaccurate reporting of KFOX News be exposed.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Marla Vranish

12:56 PMfrom Marla Vranish to you
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June 11, 2013 
 
 
 
Elizabeth O’Hara – News Director 
KFOX 14 TV 
6004 North Mesa Street 
El Paso, Texas 79912 
 
Ms. O’Hara: 
 
Enclosed with this correspondence, you will find a copy of a letter dated May 28, 2013, that I wrote to your reporter, 
Gina Benitez. This was my sincere appeal (to her) to correct the grossly erroneous past stories she has presented to 
your viewers in El Paso and the surrounding communities. I refer to several matters: The inaccurate, dishonest Texas 
Education Agency audit levied against my husband, former Tornillo ISD Superintendent Paul Vranish, and me. The 
horribly misleading statement that he was “escorted out of the meeting” the night he was placed on administrative 
leave (his lawyer and I were his “escort” that night – a fact quite clearly visible to your reporter), and the false, or one-
sided, stories she has reported since his departure – that his resignation was improper, “problems” with Tornillo’s 
cafeteria, the district’s 2012 fiscal year audit, etc. Ms. Benitez has not afforded me the courtesy of a response; 
therefore, as her superior, I would beseech you to carefully consider my concerns. 
 
In a conversation I had with Ms. Benitez at the April 24, 2013, Tornillo ISD school board meeting, I questioned her as 
to why she continued to report half-truths and lies about the situation in Tornillo. As you will read in the attached 
letter, her response to me was that she could not tell both sides of the story because my husband refused to speak with 
her. As clearly stated in my letter; he DID speak with her, and our mobile phone bill – along with his follow-up e-mail 
to her – proves it. Ms. Benitez tried to “duck out” of that conversation by lying; which I was willing to overlook. But, 
her lack of response indicates an attitude of arrogance, and a lack of accountability and integrity. Ms. O’Hara, your 
actions will demonstrate that you disapprove of this behavior; or, that you condone this type of dishonesty. 
 
Great harm has come to the students and staff of this school district due to poor reporting. So many of the 
inaccuracies that have been propagated about my husband’s tenure in Tornillo could have been easily assuaged. This 
smear campaign was orchestrated by a group in town to discredit the former leadership team, so they could take 
control of the district. What have been the outcomes since their takeover? Student test scores have fallen dramatically, 
inappropriate behavior by adults has been covered-up (theft, UIL cheating, witchcraft practice, philandering, involving 
students in interpersonal rifts, etc.), huge lawsuit settlements have been paid to personal friends of current board 
members, and employee turnover is already higher than it has been for over five years. 
 
Ms. Benitez has, in effect, used the KFOX network as a public relations platform to assist these dishonest operators 
and, in the process, helped them to smear the reputations of my husband and me. She repeatedly misled the KFOX 
viewers by failing to properly investigate both sides of the issues at hand; preferring to use one-sided, false, hearsay 
allegations in her work. It appears to me that Ms. Benitez chose the lazy, apathetic approach to reporting – rather than 
an intense, energetic, focused, research-based method that would have led to more honest and fair outcomes. Her 
process lacks ethics and integrity. I feel KFOX has grossly misrepresented the truth with regard to the Tornillo 
situation and has been a key component in spreading a false story; in that, other media outlets picked up and “ran” 
(regurgitated) the lies and half-truths originated by Ms. Benitez’ slothful reporting. 
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My question to you is, “Are you OK with this?” I am aware that the news media, unlike a superintendent, is not 
realistically subject to check and balances. I am also aware that your 1st Amendment rights and court protections allow 
you to report anything, virtually without repercussion. However, where does one, who is associated with news 
information, draw the line with regard to the truth? Does one not feel bound (morally) to at least TRY to report 
truthfully? At the end of the day, how can one sleep at night if they have not passed their own moral litmus test? 
 
I would ask you, as I did Ms. Benitez, what are you going to do to correct the errors that your station has broadcast? 
We both know that I have no way to force you into fairness. It really comes down to what type of ethics do you expect 
from your reporters, what ethics do you expect for your station? I would welcome your call at: 915-526-2917. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marla Vranish 
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May 28, 2013 
 
 
 
Gina Benitez 
KFOX 14 TV 
6004 North Mesa Street 
El Paso, Texas 79912 
 
Ms. Benitez: 
 
I felt it important to follow up on the conversation I had with you at the Tornillo ISD Board Meeting on April 24, 
2013; during a break while the Board was in Executive Session. It was then that I approached you and beseeched you 
to further investigate the events that have taken place in the Tornillo District with regard to the false and dishonest 
Texas Education Agency audit that has ruined the professional credibility of my husband and me. As I am sure you 
will remember, my complaint was that it appeared to me your articles were telling half-truths; true to the extent in 
which they were presented, but false in context; leaving out enormous amounts of information that (if included) would 
reveal an entirely different perspective to the events that have unfolded in the two-plus years of battle for control of 
the Tornillo School District. Helped by the poor, un-skeptical media reporting of a false audit by TEA, the same 
community group who was in charge of the district when it was low-performing – before my husband’s arrival – are 
now back in control. Like before, their performance is a disaster. Already, the employee turnover has jumped 
dramatically and the student’s test scores have plummeted. 
 
During our conversation, I felt you listened, and I really do appreciate your attention. However, when I asked why you 
continued to report a mere portion of the story, you told me that the reason was that my husband “would not speak 
with you.” Gina, you would not be the first person to say something untrue to get out of an awkward situation. But, as 
I related to you that night, I was present – sitting next to my husband – when you called on December 19, 2012 for his 
comments on Ricardo Hernandez’ accusations about my husband in the Open Forum portion of the meeting. 
 
You know quite well that he spoke with you at great length; 24 minutes, to be exact, according to our phone bill. At 
that time, I heard him implore you to read the TEA audit carefully yourself, and to investigate some of the disgraceful 
allegations made by the TEA auditors in the document which was initially submitted to the Agency by Ricardo 
Hernandez. My husband informed you that Hernandez was a convicted, time-serving, drug-trafficking felon; with a 
well-known reputation for lying. If fact, YOU cut the call short due to your time-constraints in getting the story ready 
for broadcast. I noted that none of this important information was presented in your piece. 
 
Interestingly, my husband did send you an e-mail thanking you for a little balance afterward. Can we agree that you 
didn’t tell the truth about my husband’s cooperation? 
 
When we were conversing, I asked you to make a phone call to the snowmobile rental company in Colorado; for the 
simple reason that one call would debunk the TEA allegation that my husband had used TISD funds to pay for the 
repair of a personal snowmobile – one of the malicious, dishonest assertions of the TEA auditors. 
 
At the close of our conversation, I pleaded with you to call my husband. To this day, he has heard nothing from you. I 
remember, Gina, that I challenged you to look for the real story surrounding the Tornillo Board and their antics. I 
believe I told you that the actual truth of this sordid situation would make for a far more interesting story than the 
ones you have broadcast so far. 
 
You see, I have personally witnessed a tiny Texas school district rise from one of two in the state slated for TEA 
takeover due to low test scores (2002), to one that out-performed districts in all of the Region 19 area. This change was 
led by a superintendent who chose to strive for greatness rather than settle for mediocrity. Now it has been destroyed 
by the same people who had Tornillo in the dumps before. We have exchanged student achievement for patronage 
jobs and sleazy cash settlements to friends of the group. We have students claiming they are being threatened by 
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teachers who coerce them to get involved in personal squabbles with other teachers – and the Board does nothing; 
except continue to investigate my husband and me. Really, this is worse than mediocrity. 
 
In your reporting, I believe you, too, have chosen to settle for mediocrity. Sure, it is quick and easy to repeat the lies of 
Ricardo Hernandez and members of this current Board. As I have personally observed, there are others who will lie 
right along with them; as it is self-serving to do so. But, your reporting should be comprehensive, well-sourced, and 
HONEST; in both fact and context. Once more, I would urge you to seek the truth about the Tornillo school district 
– don’t SETTLE! Choose to be a GREAT reporter! Can we discuss this further? Call me at: 915-526-2917. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Marla Vranish 
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Paul Vranish

From: Vranish, Paul
Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2012 9:16 PM
To: 'Gina.Benitez@kfoxtv.com'
Subject: Balanced
Attachments: 08 E - BJCG Legal - With Comments.pdf

Finally! ‐ Someone who at least puts balance into this matter. You validated my trust in you and I am glad we spoke. 
 
 
PS – The rhetoric from Upchurch about my resignation needing a vote is incorrect. I have attached a reprint of state law 
taken from a policy manual. As long as the departure date is in the summer, no vote is needed; only notice. A vote IS 
needed if the departure date is outside the “free” summer window – during, or immediately before, a school year. 
 
P Vranish 
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